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 W
hile planning to build a hillside home 
for themselves and their two boys, a 
Hillsborough couple admits to providing 
architect Randy Grange with a crazy 
wish list. “I spent a lot of time looking at 

photos of other houses for inspiration,” says the wife. “We 
wanted it to be clean and modern, but with wood details 
to make it feel warm. We also wanted it to accommodate 
having people over yet have an intimacy to it. It also 
had to fit our lives now with the kids and their friends, as 
well as when it’s just us and then accommodate a larger 
family when the kids come back with their own children.” 
And near the top of that list: a design that would take 
advantage of a hillside location offering vistas of the bay 
and surrounding canyons. “We wanted that indoor-outdoor 
feeling on all the levels of the house,” adds the husband. 

Grange began sketching, aiming to capture key 
elements of the couple’s list and incorporate windows to 
frame the view and natural materials—all while considering 
the family’s lifestyle and the challenging hillside site. “We 
almost felt guilty about giving him this impossible task, but 
he was not deterred at all,” the husband says. “The house 
just got better and better.”

Above all, the home was designed to take advantage 
of the outdoors. In the kitchen, for example, accordion 
windows completely open the space to the landscape and 
fresh air. Grange and interior designer Leslie Lamarre—
partners in business and life—ensured that both architecture 
and interiors honored the location’s exquisite beauty. “The 
colors and natural materials take inspiration from the bay 
and the surrounding landscape,” Lamarre notes.

The interiors are stylish, but with playful touches. “We 
wanted the home to have a modern design but also some 
personality,” Lamarre says. “In the guest bedroom, for 
instance, a bold yellow and white wall treatment provides 
pattern and a fun pop of color.” Other examples of unique 
details include a pair of plush purple armchairs that flank a 
bird-leg table in the master bedroom, an oversize swiveling 
circular loveseat in the living room, and an array of leather 
pulls in the kitchen. “It’s nice to have some furnishings and 
elements that are also pieces of art,” Lamarre says. “They 
work so well with the modern aesthetic of the house.”

The couple especially wanted to create a sense of fun 
for the boys. “We call the feeling ‘kidly,’” the wife says. A big 
waterslide was built into the hillside, for example, so kids—
okay, adults, too—can swoosh down to the pool in style. 
“That’s a neat feature,” says landscape architect Michael Callan, 
who helped design it. “I was thinking back to when I was a 
kid in order to figure out how to make it the most fun.”

Another example of “kidly” is in their son’s room. The 
scenery from the younger boy’s bedroom doesn’t match 
up to his big brother’s view, so the homeowners wanted to 
make it up to him somehow. “I had the idea that we could 
build a secret passageway with a trap door,” the husband 
says. “I almost said it as a joke.” But the design team ran 
with the notion. They equipped the child’s closet with a trap 
door that leads to a slide that transports him to his secret 
room in the lower level of the house. “He can pop out 
through a subtly camouflaged door in the lower-level family 
room and surprise everybody,” Lamarre says. “Initially, we 
were humored by the effort to create this space, but these 
are the things that make the house special.” 

Also in the younger boy’s room, a hammock that’s 
anchored between a towering tree trunk and the wall 
swings over the bed. “We found a company that sources 
cedar trees and works with a craftsperson who kiln-dries 
and hollows them out. General contractor Augie Peccei’s 
construction team installed a steel post in the room, 
wrapping it with the split tree trunk and concealing the 
seams.” the designer says. “Their son enjoys being up 
there in the hammock reading a book and it’s been a big 
hit with his friends.”

He’s not the only one enjoying the house. Once avid 
travelers, the couple says they now vacation a bit less 
because they don’t want to leave home. And these days 
they are as obsessed with the view inside as the view to 
the landscape. The husband notes: “Now we go onto the 
deck, and we end up staring back into the house.”  

“THE COLORS AND 
NATURAL MATERIALS 
TAKE INSPIRATION 
FROM THE BAY AND 
THE SURROUNDING 
LANDSCAPE.”
–LESLIE LAMARRE

The welcoming entry 
incorporates natural materials 
including a walnut door by 
Pivot Door Company with a 
large pull by Rocky Mountain 
Hardware. The whimsical, 
handmade console is by 
Urbia. The mirror with a 
whitewashed natural teak 
frame is by Made Goods 
and the brushed brass light 
fixture is by Modern Verve. 
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Above: The light-filled upper-level hall features a modern rail designed by architect Randy 
Grange and interior designer Leslie Lamarre. A trio of diaphanous Moooi light fixtures add 
additional glow when needed. A gallery wall features a pair of paintings by Lisa Kairos.

Opposite: Grange and Lamarre designed the large display wall in the family room. The unit is backed by 
a woven wallcovering, providing a textured backdrop for a collection of sculptural objects. The custom 
sectional is upholstered in Perennials’ Raffia fabric and angles around a bespoke coffee table covered 
in Osborne & Little faux leather. The many orbs of Shakuff’s Milk chandelier dangle overhead.
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The dining room is lined by a 16-foot wall of glass, half of which slides to open the 
space to the backyard and an outdoor kitchen that’s tucked conveniently to the side. 

The design team calls this a space the owners can enjoy with family and friends.

The design team was inspired by the colors of the landscape and bay when creating the 
dining room. There, they designed a modern walnut and steel table and the chairs around 
it. The striking Luminas light fixture by Markus Bonauer resembles coral. The mirror-backed 
cabinets were fabricated by Bruce Gordon Millwork and showcase glassware.
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An oversize accordion window by Kolbe 
Windows & Doors opens the kitchen to the 

outdoor dining area. A generous island—
fronted with chic Kristalia stools—feature 

countertops in White Princess quartzite from 
All Natural Stone provides space for casual 
dining. The family enjoys alfresco dining at 

the teak table by Viesso, paired with Pacific 
teak folding chairs by Harbour Outdoor.

“WE WANTED 
THE HOME TO 

HAVE A MODERN 
DESIGN BUT 
ALSO SOME 

PERSONALITY.”
–LESLIE LAMARRE
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Grange likens the master bedroom 
seating area to “a perch in the 
heavens,” thanks to floor-to-ceiling 
windows. The couple can take in 
the views from custom-designed 
chairs upholstered in Forever Velvet 
by Robert Allen. The cowhide rug 
under the chairs is by Kyle Bunting 
and the rug under the bed is by 
Jaipur Living. The Emilio accent 
table, featuring a playful bronze 
bird-leg base, is by Arteriors. 
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